
Answers to the Every  Hill and Mountain Quiz 

Warning: Plot Spoilers! Read this after you finish reading Every Hill and Mountain. 
 
 

1. Thomas Jefferson wanted to secure the rights to Half Moon Salt Mine at any cost. 

Answer: Yes, Virginia, Thomas Jefferson really did take harsh measures to secure the salt 
springs because he saw them as a national treasure. Some advised him to kill off the Indians 
who were in possession of them. He wouldn’t go that far, but he told his agents to sell the 
Indians goods on credit. When their bills got too high to pay back, they’d have to default. 
The record doesn’t say how many beads it took to accomplish this. In 1803, the American 
Indians ceded their "Great Salt Springs" to the US government by treaty.  

 
2. Salt was Illinois’ most important export. 

Answer: This is true. Patty Ann may have the percentage off a little, but she’s generally 
correct. Salt was the most important export from Illinois for many years. 

 
3. Slavery has always been illegal in Illinois. 

Answer: Yes, according to the state Constitution, slavery has always been illegal in the State 
of Illinois. But French settlers had black slaves in the 1700s before Illinois was an American 
territory. I’ve heard that a group of slaves was freed in Renault near where I live when the 
French fled to St. Louis after the British won the area. Apparently the freed black slaves 
farmed in the area for a time. 

 
4. Outright slavery was practiced in the free state of Illinois. 

Answer: Yes, Virginia, there really was outright slavery, even in the free state of Illinois—the 
Land of Lincoln. But “only” to work the salt mines. Where there’s a will, there’s a way. 
Paying a fee to the federal government was the first step. Then the owners of the salt mines 
circumvented the state constitution by “temporarily leasing” slaves from slaveholders in 
Kentucky and other slave states, cycling in batches when the allowed 90 days was up.  
 

 
5. Actually, only indentured servants worked in the free state of Illinois. 

Answer: The state constitution did allow for indentured servitude and set up provisions for 
length of service and how servants were to be provided for and treated. These laws were 
largely ignored and unenforced in a Good Old Boy system that kept “servants” ignorant of 
their rights. Most black servants had no idea of their rights under the law, but even if they 
did, complaining was hazardous to their health. Of course, their treatment varied depending 
upon the whims of their masters. Many were tricked into signing on to extend their 
indentures infinitely. Most people call that slavery. You can read more details about the laws 
concerning this from a website called Freedom Trails. Here’s a brief explanation:  
 

1803- The petitions to repeal Article 6 being rejected and to speed settlement and to 
help relieve the labor shortage, Indiana Territory Legislature (consisted of Gov. 
Harris, three judges and a secretary—all appointed) passed the “Law concerning 
servants” which was adopted from the Virginia Black Code. The law established a 
system by which slavery existed under the guise of voluntary servitude.”   

 
6. The owner of the Half Moon salt mine secretly used slave labor to make salt. 

http://www.freedomtrails2legacies.org/slavery.htm


Answer: False. It was openly worked with slaves. The actual salt works was called by various 
names—The Great Salt Spring, The United States Saline, or at one time “N*gg*r Spring. I 
used the name Half Moon Salt Mine because that sounded better, but actually, Half Moon 
Lick is a where for hundreds of years, buffalo and other animals came to lick the salty soil. I 
don’t believe Half Moon was ever actually worked for salt. And, the salt works at Equality 
was never technically a mine, even though locals called it that. Read a scholarly article about 
the Gallatin County Salines here. Here is a description of the salt-making process from an 
1857 Harper’s Weekly article: 
 

The salt is procured by sinking wells to the depth of the salt bed, when the water 

rises within forty-six feet of the surface, and raised from thence by pumps into large 

tanks or reservoirs elevated at a convenient distance above the surface. The brine 

thus procured is a saturated solution, and for every hundred gallons yields twenty-

two gallons of pure salt. The process of manufacturing it is perfectly simple. An 

arched furnace is constructed, probably a hundred and fifty feet in length, with the 

doors at one end and the chimney at the other. Two rows of heavy iron kettles, 

shaped like shallow bowls, are built into the top of the furnace-in the largest works 

from eighty to a hundred in number. Large wooden pipes convey the brine from the 

tanks to these kettles, where the water is evaporated by boiling, while the salt 

crystallizes and is precipitated. During the operation a white saline vapors rise from 

the boilers, the inhalation of which is said to cure diseases of the lungs and throat. At 

regular intervals an attendant goes round, and with a mammoth ladle dips out the 

salt, chucking it loosely into woven split baskets, which are placed in pairs over the 

boilers. Here it drains and dries until the dipper has gone his round with the ladle. It 

is then thrown into the salt sheds, immense magazines that occupy the whole length 

of the buildings on either side of the furnaces. This process continues day and night 

without intermission for about a week, when it becomes necessary to cool off the 

boilers, which have become thickly coated with a sedimentary deposit which impedes 

the transmission of heat.......The salt thus manufactured is of the purest quality, white 

and beautiful as the driven snow.  

 
 

7. Mr. Granger, the owner of the Hickory Hill mansion, kept slaves on the third floor. 

Answer: Yes, the owner of Hickory Hill kept slaves on the third floor. However, his real 
name was John Crenshaw. The mansion is still there and has been called The Old Slave 
House for as long as anyone remembers. My source for most of the material on The Old 
Slave House is Jon Musgrave’s book Slaves, Salt, Sex & Mr. Crenshaw. For some reason, 
I was too shy to use Crenshaw’s name. However, the name Granger was connected to him as 

http://www.illinoishistory.com/1922-gallatinsalines.html
http://www.amazon.com/Slaves-Salt-Sex-Mr-Crenshaw/dp/097079844X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1363978671&sr=1-1&keywords=Salt+sex+slaves+mr+crenshaw


either an alias he gave or a misspelling in the court records. See a video clip here by author 
Glenette Tilley Turner as she discusses The Old Slave House. 

 
8. He used a man named Ned to breed more slaves. 

Answer: My description of Crenshaw’s breeding program was taken from several slave 
accounts. This practice has to be the most dehumanizing aspect of slavery. I explored this 
idea in Every Hill and Mountain and portrayed Ned as every bit the victim as the girls he was 
forced to mate with. Crenshaw wasn’t the only one to practice this, although he may have 
been the only one in Illinois. His “stud” was Uncle Bob Wilson. “Uncle” was a term of 
relative respect often given to elderly black men as a substitute for “Mister,” which whites at 
the time wouldn’t think of using. Musgrave interviewed and got affidavits from at least three 
people who knew or spoke to Bob Wilson about his days as a stud.  

 
9. Chains and a whipping post are still in place on the third floor of the Hickory Hill Mansion. 

Answer: I’m not sure what’s still up there, because The Old Slave House is currently closed 
to tourist and my visit there was many years ago. But I recall that there were little cubicles 
along the walls and a whipping post in the center. Crenshaw presumably hid his kidnap 
victims on the third floor. Some claim Crenshaw made his family watch as he whipped 
slaves. Whether or not that’s true, just knowing it was going on up there surely affected his 
children. I imagined the Christmas carol scene in the parlor after hearing a true account of a 
similar thing in Nazi Germany. A German woman who lived during that time said when the 
train cars went past their church carrying Jews to the death camps, the church pianist would 
play very loudly and they would sing to block out the sound of the Jews’ cries and screams. 

 
10. The owner of Hickory Hill kidnapped and sold free black families in a reverse Underground 

Railroad. 

Answer: Yes, as Abby’s boyfriend John calls it—a perverse Underground Railroad. 
According to Musgrave” 

 
“In ante-bellum Southern Illinois the Underground Railroad ran both ways. Both ran 
contrary to the law of the land, but while one was a righteous crusade, the other 
operated for criminal profit.” 

 
The Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 not only made it illegal to help slaves escape, it made it the 
moral obligation of everyone to actively participate in retrieving the lost “property” of 
slaveholders. This led to a lucrative business of slave catching. And some slave catchers 
weren’t too particular about who they captured. As Musgrave says: 

 
“The federal law gave the patina of respectability to the proceedings… [and] 
provided a cover for the blatant kidnapping of free blacks for sale back into slavery.” 
p. 465 

 
John Crenshaw was part of an extensive network of these “entrepreneurs” who captured, 
hid, and sold free black people to slave traders who sold them in the South. Crenshaw was 
indicted and tried for kidnapping, but the case was thrown out on a technicality. He was 
suspected in many more. Kidnapping was a constant threat for black families. One reason so 
few kidnappers were convicted was because of the law against Blacks testifying against 
whites. 

 

http://video.wttw.com/video/1500733863/
http://video.wttw.com/video/1500733863/


 
11. The area newspapers often ran ads offering rewards for the whereabouts of missing people and 

whole families. 

Answer: Yes, and the descriptions are horrifying. I cried along with Abby when I read them. 
Here’s one Musgrave gives: 

 
Martha Morris, about 9 years old, 4 feet high, has a seed wart on the breast near the throat, coarse 
broad teeth in front, tolerably dark and chunky built, marked on her back from 
whipping… 

 
$100 of the reward will be given to any person or persons who can furnish such information as will 
enable the undersigned, citizens of Pope County, in the State of Illinois, to find said Negro 
Children, and also to discover and convict the villain or villains engaged in kidnapping the same… 

 
It was later learned that Martha and her siblings were taken south and sold to a Mississippi 
plantation owner. The Pope County sheriff went down and retrieved them (bless his heart). 
Most kidnapping cases went unsolved. 

 
12. Mr. Granger treated his personal slaves differently than he did the salt mine slaves. 

Answer: Yes, according to eyewitnesses at the time. I wondered what they thought of the 
business upstairs and imagined Lil into being.  

 
13. A diary telling of events at Hickory Hill written by one of Crenshaw’s daughter was discovered.  

Answer: False. Researchers like Jon Musgrave have access to several family letters, but no 
diary. However, a contemporary descendent of Bob Wilson did find a diary one of his 
daughters wrote. 

 
14. Descendants of the family scooped up the diary before its contents could be made public. 

Answser: True. The Crenshaw family snatched up the diary as soon as they learned of it. I 
so wish the public could have had the chance to read what she thought of her father and the 
circumstances of her birth.  

 
15. Liberty Baptist Church, Friends of Humanity was a real church in Equality. 

Answer: There was a similar church of the same denomination near Equality, although I 
don’t know its name. The Liberty Baptist Church was located closer to Harrisburg than 
Equality. It was part of the Emancipation Baptist Church denomination, most formally 
called Baptized Churches of Christ, Friends to Humanity. One of its founding principles was 
that slavery was morally wrong.  

 
16. Slaves from Hickory Hill were members of it. 

Answer: Maybe. Since the denomination was so opposed to slavery, I’d like to believe 
Liberty Baptist was an integrated church. However, since there were other black churches in 
the area of the same denomination, I doubt it. One called Colored Emancipation Baptist 
Church was located in Shawneetown.  

 
 

17. The real Charlotte Miles harbored runaway slaves in the attic of her house. 

Answer: Probably not, but in Macoupin County’s Historical Biographical Sketches, Col. 
Miles is described as a firm believer in Republican ideals, which I take as code for being anti-
slavery. There were other stops on the Underground Railroad nearby in Brighton.  



 
18. “Ned” made it safely to Chicago. 

Answer: “Uncle” Bob lived to see freedom, living in Shawneetown for some time. He later 
moved to Chicago, where he died in in 1948 at the VA hospital. You can read more about 
Mr. Bob Wilson here.  

 
19. Shawneetown bankers turned down representatives from the fledgling town of Chicago who came 

asking for a loan. 

Answer: Yes, and I heard this story many times growing up. Shawneetown’s position was 
not as provincial as it may sound. At the time, the Chicago Canal hadn’t been built and so 
they were right—Chicago had no river access and thus fewer prospects for growth than a 
town on the Ohio River as they were. 

 
20. The original Red Onion was a disreputable speak-easy. 

Answer: This is true, according to the current police officer in Equality. But don’t let this 
stop you from trying the larrapin’ good hamburgers, etc. at the current day Red Onion 
Restaurant. 

 
21. Coal companies actually do blow the tops off mountains as the worried man explained at his booth. 

Answer: Yes, the young man is right to be worried. My grandpa’s farm was strip mined from 
the face of the earth, much to the deep sorrow of the family. Please read Jeff Biggers’ 
Reckoning at Eagle Creek: The Secret Legacy of Coal in the Heartlands Creek for a 
description that will make you cry. And you can read my book review of his book here. 

 
22. Rev. Dwight L. Moody helped runaway slaves in his Illinois Street Church. 

Answer: Maybe. I created the scene with Moody holding a little black boy and reading the 
parable of the Prodigal Son from one biographer’s description of his first meeting with 
Moody. Since Moody worked with the poorest of the poor in Chicago’s north side, I thought 
he’d surely give a helping hand to Ned. 

 
23. Shawneetown has always been the seat for Gallatin County. 

Answer: False. Mayor Windham’s spiel is essentially correct. Shawneetown was the earliest 
county seat, but then it moved to Equality for the years 1840-1850. The story is that women 
from Shawneetown carried away the court documents under their long skirts. And, as they 
say, possession is 9/10ths of the law. 
 

24. Did Abraham Lincoln really stay at Hickory Hill? 

Answer: Yes, and much ado has been made, as if Lincoln condoned slavery or was a friend 
of John Crenshaw. He along with other debaters on both sides of the aisle attended a 
barbecue/party and spent the night at Hickory Hill. This was common practice and didn’t 
imply any collusion with Crenshaw’s alleged nefarious deeds. It does show that Crenshaw 
had strong political connections. Was that a factor in his kidnapping case being thrown out? 

 
25. The Old Slave House on Hickory Hill is a state historic site and open for tourists to see. 

Answer: Yes and No. Yes, the state bought it and declared it a state historic site, but due to 
budget cuts, it hasn’t been able to open it to the public since 1996. When I was in the area 
doing research for Every Hill and Mountain the summer of 2012, there was talk that work had 
begun to prepare it for reopening. 

 

http://deborahheal.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/The-Man-on-the-Third-Floor.pdf
http://deborahheal.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/The-Man-on-the-Third-Floor.pdf
http://www.amazon.com/review/R26GB9GO9A8BXO/ref=cm_cr_rdp_perm?ie=UTF8&ASIN=1568584210&linkCode=&nodeID=&tag=

